ff ay kin denies 
fiing murder plot 

Wa Sfn gfon _ (UPI) — At a hear-. Between times, .John Ray stood his 
<!tg dfgfupted by insults and recrimi- ground in denying the suggestion that 
latioM John Larry Ray denied yes- he may have at least indirectly sup- 
$r4a$f that he helped his brother, ported brother James’s preparations 
iflme»:Earl Ray, escape from prison for the April 4, 1968, murder in 
rind banks in a conspiracy to set Memphis. He took the same tough 
ifc tht murder of Martin Luther King stance a third Ray brother, Jerry, 
if. jj- took before the panel Thursday. 

Jdftn Ray’s testimony before the John Ray also denied he ever met or' 
■iimsCAssassinations Committee was knewn two St. Louis businessmen, 
dttjog6 lost in bitter clashes involving both now deceased, who allegedly of- 
iis lawyer, James Lasar, and com- f ered a $50,000 bounty in 1967 to any- 
nitteg chairman Louis . Stokes (D- one who would kill King. 

«hio>*who finally brought matters to Word of that bounty supposedly cir- 
tclirijjix by telling Lasar: culated in a St. Louis tavern then run 

‘Yoiware a disgrace!” by John Ray, but he said" he never 

La^r angrily challenged Stokes to ■ heard of such an offer nor any bar talk 
iavesCapitol Hill and repeat that re- about plots to murder the civil rights 
aarkgn a setting where he is not pro- leader. 

icteAt by congressional immunity Panel investigators say they sus- . 
romfjbel suit. pect John and Jerry may have con- 

Thtfcclash ended when Stokes yield- spired with James Earl in setting up 
€ thfjchair to another panel member the King killing, 
or th# remainder of John Ray’s ques- _ the husky, balding John, 45, who 
ioniiyl and, at Lasar’s insistence, for- • hke James is a convicted bank robber, 
aallynvithdrew his remark from the was cleared to attend the hearing by a 
itwlrigg record. judge in St. Louis, where he was ar- 

Stokes had threatened to expel rested Monday on trespassing and as- 
asaffbecause of his repeated objec- sault charges. His attorney said John 
ions^to questioning about whether “wandered into a house by mistake.” 
bhn -Ray had helped James Earl Ray He was escorted into the hearing 
fecapg from prison in 1967 and rob room by a half dozen U.S. marshals, 
lanks-to finance an assassination plot. In the course of questioning, he 

“I gbn’t- intend to flinch one inch in maintained he did not even know 
he face of that threat,” Lasar told about James Earl’s successful 1967 
■itok|§ in one of their many Missouri jail break at the time it oc- 
ntchaages. curred and denied he joined one or 

“A||jl I,” said Stokes, “don’t intend ■ both of his brothers in bank robberies 
mflinah one inch in following the rules that took place in Illinois, Missouri 
if th^Iouse.” and Florida from 1967 to 1969. 



John Larry Ray, brother of convicted assassin James Earl Ray, 
denied any part in an alleged conspiracy to kill Martin Luther 
Kipg during the House Assassinations Committee hearings. 
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